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Looking Ahead 
Great events are planned for everyone in the family. 
For more information go to: www.shepherdofthelakes.com 

March 8 
Guest Speaker Tom Stamman 
Impact Ministries International 
10:00am 
 

April 2 
Treasure Quest 
A Boys’ Mining Adventure 
6:00-7:00pm 
 

April 4 
Grand Re-Opening 
10:00am 
 

April 5 
Grand Re-Opening Sunday 
Palm Sunday Services 
10:00am 
 

April 5 
Kids Hope Decorating / Setup 
11:30am-1:30pm 
 

April 6 
Kids Hope Easter Event 
6:00-7:30pm 
 
 

April 10 
Good Friday Ecumenical Wor-
ship 
@ The Lakes 
12:00-1:00pm 
 

April 12 
Easter Sunday Services 
8:00am & 10:00am 
 

April 13 
Easter Monday 
Church Offices Closed 
 

April 26 
Affirmation of Faith Sunday 
10:00am 
 
May 17 
Senior Blessing Sunday 
10:00am 
 
May 18 
KHUSA Appreciation Dinner 
6:00-7:30pm 
 
 
 

May 25 
Memorial Day 
Church Offices Closed 

 
ONGOING EVENTS: 
 

 

Every Monday (except March) 
Evening Prayer @ 6:00pm 
 

Every Second Monday 
Church Council Meeting @ 
6:30pm 
 

Every Tuesday  
Adult Bible Study in the Fellow-
ship Hall @ 10:00-11:15am 
 

Every Tuesday  
Open Prayer Meeting @ 
11:15am-12pm 



Thoughts from Pastor Dean... 

God is working at The Lakes!  Jesus says. “I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by him-

self. He does only what he sees the Father doing. Whatever the Father does, the Son also 

does.” John 5:19.  Just as Jesus sees the Father at work and joins Him, we too through the 

power of the Holy Spirit, can see the Father at work and join Him. 

 
I see the Father at work in many areas:  SPLASH, Kids Hope, Project Backpack, and Table 

Talks.  I want to address one area in particular where the Father is working.  I see the Father at 

work as we join on Sunday mornings to worship.  Over this last year in the midst of adversity, 

our worship team has thrived and grown in number.  Centered on inviting us into the very 

Throne Room of the Almighty we have said “Yes!”  Every Sunday I come with expectation 

that we will praise the Lord and experience His blessings.  I want to thank the Worship Team 

for their tenacious desire to serve The Lakes.  And I want to thank you who call The Lakes 

your home for desiring to experience the Living Lord in worship as we gather as the Body of 

Christ each Sunday.   

 
Worship is the lynch pin which identifies The Lakes.  The desire and anticipation that together 

we will encounter Jesus our Redeemer and Lord is at the heart of who we are as a congrega-

tion.  I love this about us. The Spiritual Life Team has been following the Father by providing 

Altar prayer teams and time during worship to hear ‘God moments’.  Of course, God is work-

ing not only at church but in our daily lives.  He is working in families, jobs, among our 

friends, and in the daily grind of each day.  As we gather on Sunday to experience Him we are 

inspired by hearing the witness of ‘God moments’ in the lives of other brothers and sisters in 

Jesus.   

 
As you come to worship Jesus on Sunday, where have you seen or experienced the love and 

mercy of the Father?  You are being blessed to be a blessing.  I invite you to tell others and es-

pecially the church gathered in worship how God is at work in your life.   

 
Love in Christ, 

 

 

 

Pastor Dean 



Dear Church Family, 

It is with mixed emotions that I write this letter to you.  I am so excited to announce that I’ve taken  

a new job with a local business.  This is not something I was out looking for; this business owner 

approached me with an opportunity that I couldn’t resist.  It feels like the right decision at the right 

time for me and my children. 

I am at the same time deeply saddened to leave my position here at The Lakes.  I’ve absolutely loved 

working here for the past 6 ½ years.  The staff has become family; I will miss the laughter, love and 

support that I’ve felt every single time I’ve walked in the doors.  In case you don’t realize it, this 

team is absolutely amazing!  I’ve worked with a lot of good people over the years, and the staff here 

is second to none.  You are truly blessed to have them here, loving on you and doing everything they 

can, every day, to make The Lakes the best church it can possibly be. 

My last day on staff will be Easter Sunday.  I have no plans of leaving this church body; I will  

continue to worship here with my incredible son and with all of you.  I’ve been a member here for 

over 20 years and plan to continue to be for many years to come.  I fully support the direction we are 

moving and am excited for the changes that are happening here at The Lakes.  The future of The 

Lakes is bright and I’m looking forward to being a part of it! 

Thank you all so much for all of the love and support you have shown me over the years.   

Love, 

Paula 

Dear Congregation,  
 

Having read Paula’s resignation letter, we want you to know how much we love and  
appreciate her. She is an excellent church administrator and has given much to The Lakes over the 
years. It has been a privilege working with her. She is joyful, skilled, excellent and loves Jesus.  
We are deeply saddened to see her go from the staff, and we will greatly miss her! We’re really 
grateful that she will remain a part of our church family! We ask you to join us as we pray blessings 
over her and her new position.  

 
Please pray for The Lakes during this time of transition. Pray that the hiring process would go 

smoothly. Pray that we would receive resumes from many qualified applicants. Pray that we would 
hire another excellent administrator.  

 
We also ask for your help. Most often, the best hires are those based on recommendations.  

If you know of someone you believe would be right for this position, we ask that you pass their 
name on to us. We would love to reach out to them!  
 
Thank you for your love of God and of The Lakes! 
 
In Christ,  
 
Pr. Dean Wheeler and Aimee Postel 



Position:  Church Administrator 
Reports to:  Pastor  
Status/Hours:  Full Time Exempt, Includes Benefits 
Location:  Waupaca, WI 
Web Site:  www.thelakeswaupaca.com 
Date:  3/2/2020 
 
 
Job Summary: 
The Lakes has an immediate need for an exceptional individual to serve as its new Church 
Administrator (CA).  The CA is a member of the Leadership team, working closely with Pas-
toral Leadership to ensure that the mission, vision, goals and values of The Lakes are 
achieved, within both the organization and the community.  This responsibility involves all 
aspects of the church’s administration, performing any business function to help the church 
run efficiently.  The CA will handle and oversee all aspects of finance and personally perform 
most tasks regarding finance. Effective interpersonal, written and oral communication skills 
are a must.   
 
Major Functions: 
The CA must have a collaborative work style to partner with Pastoral Leadership and the 
Trustee Council in the formalization and long-term development and stability of the Christian
-based goals and objectives of The Lakes. The CA is ultimately responsible for the achieve-
ment of the business portion of these goals and objectives in harmony with the ministries of 
The Lakes.  The CA is required to understand the basic nature of The Lakes as a growth or-
ganization served by staff and a wide base of volunteers.   
 
The candidate must have enthusiasm, a high energy level, a teachable and cooperative spirit 
and successfully demonstrate human relations skills necessary to move in diverse circles.  
The CA must have sensitivity to process while being goal and results oriented.  Top delivera-
bles include, but are not limited to, the following: 
 

Maintain the church membership database, including updating membership rolls, coordi-
nating communications to members, and updating ministry teams and events  

Maintain the church calendar of events 
Manage the Project Backpack Ministry, including performing all financial transactions, 

coordination of the team leaders and liaison with schools and the community 
Maintain a fiscally responsible, results-oriented and values-based environment 
Perform all financial transactions in the church's financial program 
Create and monitor all monthly, quarterly and annual financial reports and distribute them 

as necessary to appropriate people 
Monitor all necessary federal and state documents and payments 
Perform all Payroll-related functions 
Oversee all internal and external communication and promotional materials 
Maintain and Distribute the Emergency Fund to individuals in need 



 
Job Qualifications: 
 

Must be an active member of The Lakes or willing to become an active member. 
Candidate must have demonstrated effectiveness in leading process improvement in one or 

more of the areas of assigned responsibility. 
Must demonstrate sound judgment and decision-making skills and preserve confidentiality. 
Critical competencies for this position include excellent financial, interpersonal and com-

munication skills. 
Candidate must possess the ability to work on a number of process initiatives simultaneous-

ly. 
Candidate must be able to perceive the vision of The Lakes and its ministries and think stra-

tegically about its realization. 
Candidate must have drive and determination to meet mutually agreed upon goals and time-

lines. 
Essential capabilities include the passion, vision and integrity to sustain and build on The 

Lakes’ success.  
 
 
Supervisory Responsibilities: 

Oversees the Office Assistant, Custodian, Child Care Supervisor, Kids’ Hope Director, and 
Social Media Coordinator 

 
Application Deadline:  Open 
 
Send Cover Letter, Resume and Salary Requirements to: 
 

Pastor Dean Wheeler, The Lakes Church, 153 Co. Rd. QQ, Waupaca, WI, 54981 or e-mail 
dean@shepherdofthelakes.com 

 
 
 

mailto:dean@shepherdofthelakes.com


The Lakes Update 

Building Renovations 
 

The church building is starting to look  
different! The opening above the front doors 

is already completed and the new nursery  
in the lower level is well on its way! We 

built a super-cute tree house for the nursery 
kids to play on! Upstairs we are expanding 
the lobby to return it to the way it was built 
originally There will be a coffee area and  
a larger, more welcoming space to greet  

visitors and chat with friends.  
Wander around and check it out! Better yet, 
invite a friend to come to church with you!  



OUR EMERGENCY FUND HAS AN  

EMERGENCY NEED! 

The Emergency Fund, which we use to bless those in the congregation and community 

who are in need of a helping hand, is getting dangerously low... if you’re able, please 
consider making a donation outside of your regular giving to replenish this fund.   

Just note ‘Emergency Fund’ on your check or choose to donate directly to the fund 
through our automated online giving app today! 

The Lakes Grand Re-opening 
We want the WHOLE community to know that they are invited to The Lakes! We are throwing 

a Grand Re-Opening party on April 4th at 10am! We will have a gourmet treat & coffee bar, 
door prizes, tables about our ministries, kids’ STEM activities and a time of worship! 

We encourage you to mark your calendars and serve in some capacity at the event. We want to 
welcome the community into our church family and invite them to join us on a Sunday  

morning! Be on the look out for more info on how you can get involved!   

Saturday, April 4th 10-11:30am 



 The Lakes Lunch & Fun Bunch group meets once  
a month for lunch and fellowship at various local 

restaurants throughout the year.  In addition to  
having lunch together and enjoying the company of 
one another, we also enjoy planning fun events for 

the church family and friends to attend.  The potluck 
Christmas party held at church last year was well 
attended and we hope to host another Christmas  
party again this year.  Currently plans are being 

made to attend performances at the Clauson Family 
Dinner & Music Show in Coloma in June, and the 

Fireside Dinner Theatre in Fort Atkinson in  
September to see Joseph and the Amazing  

Technicolor Dreamcoat.  Group reservations are  
required for both of these events and will need to  
be made as soon as possible as they sell out fast. 

 
More information on these and other upcoming 

events as well as the monthly get-togethers for lunch 
will be posted on the Connect Board and on the  

Happenings Wall. 
 

Everyone is welcome to attend!  Newcomers and 
visitors are especially welcome!! 

 
Contact Ginny Rieves for details: 715-258-9525 

The start-up meeting for the adult "Writers of The 
Lakes" group was held on January 21.  This group 
meets on the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of every month  
in the fellowship hall of The Lakes church.  Be it 
fiction, non-fiction, poetry, memoirs, short stories, 
novels, song lyrics or whatever -- all genres are  
welcome in this group.  We invite you to join us. 

Some advantages of belonging to this group for writ-
ers are: 

      Establishing a habit to writing 

      Giving and receiving helpful critiques 
of written work 

      Giving and receiving encouragement 
to write 

      Sharing and gaining knowledge about 
writing and publication 

      Overcoming the fear of sharing your 
personal thoughts 

      Writing is therapeutic 

      Making new friends  
 

Contact information and questions should be sent to 
Laura Steidl, 920-867-4245 or 
blsteidl@centurylink.net 

mailto:blsteidl@centurylink.net


Two-Wheel Tuesday  
Motorcycle Group 

 

Whether you drive a Honda or a Harley,  
two wheels or three...if you enjoy riding  

motorcycles come join us! 

Once the roads are safe for motorcycles, we 
ride every Tuesday evening! We often stop 
for a coffee or ice cream, and we always 

have a good time together! 

If you’d like to be added to our Facebook 
group so you know when and where we are 

starting our ride from, please talk with  
Ian & Jess Gibson, or Betsy Boersma & 

Trent Graham! 

Friday Nights @ Postels 
 

William & Aimee 

Postel host a potluck 

dinner each Friday 

night at in their 

home. Children are 

welcome too! Talk 

to William or Aimee 

to get their address! 

“Dinner with Friends”  
Individuals, couples & families are invited to  

the home of Clint & Kim Beyer for a monthly  

potluck!  Possible after dinner activities include 

games, talk, or a movie!  

Contact Kim for details: 920-246-4528  



Mark your calendars! Our annual KHUSA Easter Event is Monday, April 6th, 6:00-7:30 pm. We'll 
need help with set-up, food prep, waiting tables and clean-up.  

And we'll also need quarters and plastic eggs for an epic Easter Egg Hunt!  
Watch the Happenings Wall at church for sign-ups coming soon! 

For the children,  
Lisa Stafford 

KHUSA Director  
 

Here is a preview of what we’ll need: 
No later than Sunday, March 29th… 

 Financial donations to offset the cost 
of the meal 

 Quarters ($0.25) for Easter egg hunt  
 Plastic Easter eggs  

 
Sunday, April 5th after worship: 

 10 people to set-up Fellowship Hall  
 4 people for food prep  

 
Monday, April 6th 

 3-7 pm  4 people for food prep 
 5:30-8:00 pm  6 people to wait tables/

reset Fellowship Hall  
 
4 dozen cupcakes (the event theme is butterflies) 
*Cupcakes are needed by Sunday, April 5th 



Kids Hope USA Christmas Event! 
Thanks to everyone who gave of their time, talents and treasures for our annual 
KHUSA Christmas event! Many thanks to Peg Fischer for preparing an amazing 

dinner and to Ben Thuerman for the awesome piano concert.  



Our Mission: To stamp out hunger in 

area schools one student at a time. 

Project Backpack had another successful Christmas Meal delivery in December.  We had 12 

volunteers help us pack all the boxes of food, which included ham, potatoes, vegetables, fruit, 

pie and rolls.  Then we had 15 more teams that delivered the food to 67 different families, 

feeding 315 people.  What a blessing it is to be able to bless so many others in Jesus’ name!  

Thank you to all the drivers and packers, all those who donated financially to the program, 

and to all of those who continue to lift up this program in prayer.  We couldn’t do it without 

you! 

We’ve had some great exposure both last year and this year in the Waupaca Buyers’ Guide  

as they featured the ministry in the month of February.  This has resulted in many more  

volunteers stepping forward from the community.  We love our volunteers!   

(Are you sensing a theme…?) 

Jesus calls us to Do Something!!  If you want to get involved somewhere but don’t know 
how to get started, consider volunteering with Project Backpack.  It’s a fun and rewarding 

time!!  Contact Paula to get started or for more information:  
paula@shepherdofthelakes.com or 715-942-6950. 

mailto:paula@shepherdofthelakes.com


If you, or anyone you know would like to participate at the homeless shelter please contact 
me, Michael Hall, at: mjcoffee@gmail.com or michaelhall@millcityneenah.com or  
920-412-2772. There is a great need to fill Fridays overnight and both hospitality and  
overnight shifts. 
 
Here is the link to sign up to serve, or to register to serve. 
 
Here's how it works in 3 easy steps: 
1. Click this link to go to our invitation page on SignUp.com:  
 https://signup.com/login/entry/327012553617328070 
2. Enter your email address: (You will NOT need to register an account on SignUp.com) 
3. Sign up! Choose your spots - SignUp.com will send you an automated confirmation and 
reminders. Easy! 
 
If you don't like going online to fill out the signup, you can sign up on the paper schedule in 
the shelter. Just know I don't check it every day, as Tuesday night is usually the time I have 
set up to go over that. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You guys are simply amazing and we could not do this without you. Thank you all so much 
again!  
 
I would like to begin to plan a time to get as many of the volunteers together at Foundations 
for an appreciation event. If you are a volunteer, I would love your  feedback on when a good 
time to do that would be! 
 
"The King will reply, 'Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers 
and sisters of mine, you did for me.'   

mailto:mjcoffee@gmail.com
mailto:michaelhall@millcityneenah.com
https://signup.com/login/entry/327012553617328070


  

 

‘Tell Me a Story Workshop’ Details 
 

Facilitators: Lisa Stafford and Janice Kuder  

Date: Saturday, March 14th, 2020      Time: 9am-5pm 

Location:  The Lakes Community Church 153 County Rd. QQ, Waupaca   

Participants will understand the elements of a great story, how to craft a compelling story for a storytelling 

event, and how to tell their story in front of an audience for future storytelling events.  

 

 
 

 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN ATTENDING? 
 Workshop fee: $40—cash payment only; to be collected at the workshop  

 20 spots available  

 RESERVE YOUR SPOT! EMAIL US AT waupacastoryproject@gmail.com 

 If you want to attend and are experiencing financial hardship, please reach out to us 

via email and we will work with you.  

 

 
Please also like our page on Facebook by searching Waupaca Story Project.  

 

Storytelling Workshop 
Brought to you by: Waupaca Story Project 

mailto:waupacastoryproject@gmail.com


This year’s 3rd graders received 
their very own Bible during our 
Sword Ceremony! Pledging to 

read and believe were: 
(left to right, top to bottom) 

Riley Dudek 
Jorin Schulz 
Kendall Brill 
Micah Postel 



 Nursery 
 News 
 

There have been a lot of changes happening in the nursery over the last few months. Those changes 
mostly involve the amazing volunteers who have stepped forward to serve in the nursery during 
Sunday morning church services.  Maria Vaughan has been my go-to person since I became the 
Nursery Coordinator. Brenda Iverson, Julie Brown, Cheryl Iwanski and Lisa Ericksen have also 
committed to serving the little children.  I cannot tell you how much I appreciate their willingness 
and dependability to be a blessing to the children and to me.  

 

The nursery would not be complete without the beautiful face and heart of Olivia Levine!  Olivia has 
been the constant and consistent nursery aid for several years now. She not only plays with the kids 
and helps cover the nursery; she also changes the bulletin board and keeps things running smoothly 
for everyone. Olivia's consistent presence in the nursery is particularly important for the children 
who use the nursery because Olivia is the familiar face who they feel comforted by.  If you see any 
of these amazing servants, please acknowledge their tireless service. 

 

Some exciting changes are in store for the nursery in the near future!  Demolition and construction 
has been started to create the new nursery space that will be located downstairs with the rest of the 
children's ministry activity. I am super excited to see what these changes are going to look like!   
Another change in the works is that Kelly Handy, Middle School Ministry servant, and I will be  
introducing the young adults in her class to servant opportunities in the nursery. Kelly and I are 
working out the details and are both excited about the tweens/teens experiencing servant-hood 
through assisting in the nursery.  Olivia will be an amazing mentor to them and might even be able 
to have a week off once in awhile.  

 

If you are interested in also serving in the nursery, please let either Paula or me know.  

 

In God's Love, 

Sally  

 

 

 

 “And he sat down and called the twelve. And he said to 
them, “If anyone would be first, he must be last of all and 

servant of all.” Mark 9:35 



Come see the new nursery! 
Many thanks to Julie Handy, 

Julie Motiff, Ashley Brill, Kelly 
Handy, Lindsey Mannel, & Jess 
Gibson for all their hard work 

designing, decorating, and 
painting. Thank you to each of 
you who participated in the toy 

drive! And HUGE thanks to 
Brian Handy, Bruce Bush-

weiler, Richard Madson, Kevin 
Minton, and Keith LeComte 
for their immense work with 

demolition/building in the 
nursery AND upstairs!!!  



We have been doing Sunday Fundays in SPLASH and it has been so fun! Last time we did 
Crazy Hair Day and the kids came up with some pretty crazy things to do with their hair!  

We have a dedicated team of amazing leaders in SPLASH and they love Jesus and kids! It is an 
absolute pleasure working with them! They work every week to engage kids with the word of 

God and the love of Jesus in a fun and safe environment and they do a great job!  
If you know a family with kids, invite them to come to church with you!  

SPLASH is during the service at 10am. 



 

Kids Outreach Planning 

Meeting March 18th at 

6:00! We’d love to have 

you join us! 

Contact Aimee Postel  

for details. 

Call/Text: 715-281-7481 

Wild West Treasure Quest 
This is the outreach event for the boys coming up April 2nd! Mark your calendars and plan to 

come out and volunteer for this great event! Contact Aimee at aimee@shepherdofthelakes.com or 
715-281-7481 to find out how you can get involved!  

mailto:aimee@shepherdofthelakes.com


A Doll & Me  
Tea Party! 

 

On February 27th we had a huge  

outreach event! We invited girls 

from the community to come to a 

tea party here at The Lakes and 

bring their favorite doll with them. 

We painted the little girls’ nails 

AND the dolls’ nails! Each girl got 

to make friendship necklaces for 

them and their doll and get their  

picture taken. Then we had a tea 

party and taught the girls etiquette, 

manners and about the friendship 

Jesus offers us.  

It was a great night!  





Kids Bible Club 
The goal of Kids Bible Club is to get kids into the Word of God in a hands-on way!  

We have been doing all kinds of fun stuff! Pictures here include the lame man who was 
brought to Jesus by his friends, and building the Tower of Babel! We have also practiced  

encouraging others, like Elizabeth encouraged Mary in Luke 1:42-45.  And we did an  
experiment with a cork that showed that even though things may seem impossible, nothing  

is impossible with God – Luke 1:27.  
 

Kids Bible Club is for kids of all ages!  
Sunday Mornings at 9:00am 





We are friends, living and leading like Jesus, bringing 

the Kingdom to the lost and the hurting! 

Your Trustee Council 
 

Please feel free to contact any  
council member with any  

questions or concerns you have. 
 

Gary Prell, President  (715)281-4409 
Brandon Stern, Vice Pres.  (715)412-1774 
Margaret Arnold                    (715) 281-2759 
Kim Beyer                                (920) 246-4528 
Michael Stuery   (517) 528-4109 
Jamie Lane   (920) 676-3017 

We Before Me 
We are one church                
family fed by four 

streams. We honor a   
diversity of backgrounds. 

We Get Messy 
We desire people to be  

genuine in their                  
relationships with  
others and Jesus. 

We Get Out              
Of Our Seats 

We serve the church  
and the world for the  

glory of God. 

We Are Passionate 
About Jesus 

We intentionally pursue a 
personal and intimate           
relationship with God. 

Shepherd of the Lakes Staff 
Dean H. Wheeler 
Paula Thuerman  

Aimee Postel 
Jess Gibson 
Julie Handy 

Sally Swanson 

Senior Pastor 
Church Administrator 
Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
Office Assistant 
Custodian 
Childcare Supervisor 


