
Spotlights 
Fall 2019 

Q U A R T E R L Y  N E W S L E T T E R  O F  S H E P H E R D  O F  T H E  L A K E S  C H U R C H  

Looking Ahead 
Great events are planned for everyone in the family. 
For more information go to: www.shepherdofthelakes.com 

September 2 
Labor Day 
Church Offices Closed 
 

September 8 
9:00-10:00am Worship 
9:00-10:00am SPLASH & Middle 
School Group begin 
 

September 10 
Rebuilding Teams Dinner 
6:00pm 
 

September 15 
SPLASH Sunday Funday  
Color Day 
 

September 22 
Renaming Discussion & Vote 
10:15am 
 

October 20 
SPLASH Sunday Funday  
Costume Day 
 

October 20 
Lutheran World Relief Kit Packing 
10:30-11:30am 
 
 

October 21 
Kids Hope Ice Cream Social 
6:00-7:30pm 
 
 

November 11 
Kids Hope Culvers Fundraiser 
5:00-10:00pm 
 

November 17 
SPLASH Sunday Funday  
Pajamas & Stuffed Animals 
 

November 24 
Madrigal Concert / Pie Social 
6:30-8:00pm 
 

November 28 
Thanksgiving 
Church Offices Closed 
 

December 2 
Kids Hope Christmas Party 
6:00-7:00pm 
 

December 15 
SPLASH Sunday Funday  
Dress Your Favorite Holiday 

 

 

ONGOING EVENTS: 
 
Every Sunday 
Parking Lot Prayer 
8:25am 
 

Every Monday 
Evening Prayer 
6:00pm 
 

Every Second Monday 
Church Council Meeting 
6:30pm 
 
 

Every Tuesday  
Adult Bible Study  
in the Fellowship Hall 
10:00-11:15am 
 
Every Tuesday  
Open Prayer Meeting 
11:15am-12pm 



Thoughts from Pastor Dean 

What is in a Name? 
 
 
Everyone wants a place to go where everyone knows your name.  Names are our main identifiers 
given to us by our parents, which we carry with us our entire lives.  Growing up I always thought 
that my father’s name was ‘Jerry’.  That’s the name that was used for him by my mom, at his job, 
among our friends and at our church family.  
 
Sometime after his death, when I was in High School, I was going through his World War II gear 
and I discovered that his real name was ‘Arthur’.  When I asked my mom about it she told me 
that sometime after he went into the Army he decided that he wanted to be known as ‘Jerry’ and 
though he never legally change his name, when he returned from Europe he announced to his 
family and friends that he was no longer ‘Arthur’. My mom and dad met after the war, so she  
always knew him as ‘Jerry’.  I asked her why he changed his name but all she could say was that 
he liked ‘Jerry’ better.  Enough said apparently.   
 
In 1967, a group of Lutheran believers gathered with the purpose of planting a new church on the 
outskirts of town.  They purchased land and named themselves officially ‘Shepherd of the Lakes 
Lutheran Church’.  Over the years derivatives have been used ‘Shepherd of the Lakes’ or 
‘Shepherd’.    
 
We have come to a critical time in our life as a church family.  This entire summer Rebuilding 
Teams: Spiritual Life (Worship and Prayer); Spiritual Community (Fellowship, Assimilation  
and Care); Spiritual Formation (Discipleship);  OutReach (Mission and Public Relations) and 
Leadership/Management; have been meeting and planning action steps for a new future.   
 
Following the July 28th lunch and meeting in which it was the conscience of the congregation that 
we should leave our Lutheran association and become non-denominational, everyone was  
invited to join our “Naming Committee”.  The purpose of this committee was to seek a new name 
that would more honestly represent our church’s culture and identity to the community around us. 
Using a process of discernment the committee has voted and brought forward three names for us 
to vote on at the September 22nd meeting.  The names:  “The Lakes”; “Arise” and “Haven”. 
 
I ask that you would join me in not just reacting to one of names, but actually praying for God’s 
direction regarding our name as we move into the future.  God is at work!   
 
Love, 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Dean  



The Lakes 

It is fresh. It is refreshing.  It provides continuation 

with our heritage. It reflects the stained glass in our 

sanctuary.  It connects with our community—a  

vacation area with lots of lakes and rivers.   

Water represents the Word of God in the Bible.   

It signifies life-giving water.  It is a name that 

would connect with younger people.  You could 

ask your friends if they want to go to The Lakes 

with you and when they say yes, you can say 

good,  I'll pick you up at 8:45 on Sunday!         

John 4:14 But those who drink the water I give will 

never be thirsty again. It becomes a fresh, bubbling 

spring within them, giving them eternal life. 

 

Arise 

“Arise” can be both an invitation and a command.  

Either meaning is a call to action—it is not  

acceptable to remain as you are or simply choose 

the status quo, doing nothing. At our church we 

strive to have our congregation recognize that we 

are called to “rise up out of our seats” - to follow 

Jesus by participating in ministry for the up-

building of the church.   

Romans 6:4 Therefore, we have been buried with 

Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ 

was raised from the dead through the glory of the 

Father, so we too might walk in the newness of life. 

 

Haven 

By definition, “Haven” is a shelter, asylum,  

refuge or a place of safety. In the Bible, “Haven” 

refers to sea ports, safe harbors or anchorage.   

We pray that the church would be recognized as  

a safe “Haven” for the lost and hurting in our  

community.  

Psalm 43:2 For you are God, my only safe haven. 

Renaming Vote 
 

Join us  

Sunday, Sept. 22
nd

 
as together we cast our votes  

following service. 
 
 

Come prepared for more conversation  
regarding the intention to legally change  

our church name. 
 

The name options listed to the right need  
prayer and discernment! 

 
This vote will be open to all regular attenders. If 
you are not yet a Voting Member and decide to 

participate in this vote, we ask that you consider  
becoming a Voting Member. Ask Pr. Dean or 

Paula for an information packet! 

 



Our Mission: To stamp out hunger in 
area schools one student at a time. 

Project Backpack is heading into our 10th year stronger than ever!  As I write this, I can’t help but think back 

to the first year this ministry started, when my kids were 5, 9 and 10 and helping us label food every weekend 

during the school year.  What a great way to instill a love of serving others that’s stuck with them through the 

years.  Please consider bringing your family along to help us as we feed hungry children in Waupaca County! 

September 1 sees us start another new chapter in our story… we have moved to 600 Industrial Drive.  After 

receiving word from our landlord on Churchill Street that he intended to expand his business into the back half 

of his building where we housed our ministry, the Waupaca Foundry graciously stepped up and donated space 

to us in their ‘new’ building on the corner of Highway 54 and Industrial Drive.  Praise Jesus for providing such 

great partners and a wonderful space for us to continue to grow this ministry! 

If you’re looking to get involved, we’d love to have you on our team!  You can volunteer to help weekly, 

monthly or even less than that – whatever fits your schedule!  Whether it’s driving bins of backpacks to the 

schools, labeling bulk food items or packing backpacks, we can always use your help!  Contact me soon to get 

connected, as our first delivery of the year is September 26! 

Thank you for your continued support of this amazing ministry! 

 

Paula Thuerman 

Project Backpack Program Coordinator 



Back to school means back to the mission field for KIDS HOPE USA!  

We have 16 amazing MENTORS, sharing the love of Jesus with their KHUSA friend, 

families, schoolteachers and school staff. Join our awesome PRAYER PARTNERS in 

praying for these missionaries to our public schools.  

 Here’s some ways you can plug into KHUSA: 

 

ICE CREAM SOCIAL, Monday, October 21, 2019, 6:00-7:30 pm.  

Our KHUSA friends/families/mentors/prayer partners gather for a night of ice cream 

sundaes and games. We need ice cream, toppings, spoons and bowls to make this an 

evening of fun. 

 

KHUSA Night at CULVERS, Monday, November 11, 2019, 5:00-10:00 pm. 

Ten percent (10%) of all Culvers sales this night will go to KHUSA. Bring a friend and 

have some ice cream. What a sweet way to support KHUSA! 

 

CHRISTMAS PARTY, Monday, December 2, 2019, 6:00-7:30 pm. 

What an epic evening as our KHUSA friends/families/mentors/prayer partners gather 

for an amazing dinner, Christmas carols, crafts and a reading of the birth of baby  

Jesus. We will need help with set-up, meal prep, meal service and clean-up. 

 

MANY THANKS to everyone who donated a NEW GAME for Kids Hope at Waupaca 

Learning Center! 

  

 And of course, we’re always looking for MORE amazing adults to MENTOR these 

amazing children. Interested? Let’s connect!  

 

For The Children,  

Lisa Stafford, Director KHUSA 



“Shepherd’s Lunch & Fun Bunch” is a 
group that meets primarily during  the day 
for lunch and fellowship about every 4-6 

weeks. Future gatherings are being planned 
for lunch at The Mill in Iola in October and 
The Clauson Family Music Show & Dinner 
( a daytime event) in Coloma in November. 
If you enjoy going out for lunch and would 

like to help plan fun activities, then the 
“Lunch & Fun Bunch” is the group for 

you! Newcomers and visitors are always 
welcome!  

All summer the rebuilding reams have been hard at work 
praying, discussing, collaborating, brainstorming, solving, 

and listening! God is at WORK here!  
These teams have developed some tremendous  

initiatives to rebuild our church family. Each team  
will be sharing their plans and ideas during service: 

Sundays, September 15,
 
22, 29 & October 6. 

Please come excited to hear all that is happening! 



We had an amazing time at the Timber Rattlers game! What a fun night! 
Twelve of us enjoyed a great game...the TRats won! 

 
Gail McMunn and her grandson caught a flying tee-shirt and ballcap. 

THEN Gail caught a foul ball! 



August 18th, 2019 





June 9th 
2019 

Wet, 
Wild, 

Wiggly 
FUN! 





July 21st, 2019 





The highly anticipated event of the year! 
Slip, Slide & Jump - August 18, 2019 

Thank you to all the grown-ups that helped 
set up and tear down! 





This summer the kids were working hard earning 

punches during Summer SPLASH! On Sunday, 

 August 25th, the following kids were recognized 

and rewarded in front of the whole congregation!  

 

Grand Prize Winners 

Micah, Zephaniah, Karli, Eli, Jabin & Austin 

 

Second Place Prizes 

Lydia, Alex, Ezra, Isaac, Jorin, and Ella 

 

Congratulations everyone! 



Keep bringing your kids, grandkids, 

nieces, nephews, neighbors, and 

friends to church! These kids are  

having a BLAST learning about  

Jesus, and God’s great love for us! 



“A life without community is simply not how God intended for us to live.” 
 

Middle school summer  snapshot!  
We had such a blast at the summer campfires! Hot dogs - S’mores - Games    

#SMOREfunwithyou #middleschoolministry  
 

Thank you for allowing me to invest in your kids! What a great group we’ve got! ❤ 
Kelly Handy 



SPLASH News Fall 2019 
 
We are introducing SPLASH Sunday Fundays! Once a month we will have a fun way for the kids to dress up! Every 
kid who participates gets EXTRA POINTS and the class with the best participation gets a prize! Here is the plan: 

Sept. 15th Color Day  
6-8 – Purple  
2-5 – Lime Green 
K-1 – Orange 
Pre – Yellow 

October 20th Costume Day 
Nov. 17th – PJ’s & Stuffed animals  

 
We are also creating a new prize system! Kids will get rewarded for: 

 Coming to SPLASH 
 Bringing their Bibles 
 Bringing Offering 
 Memorizing their Memory Verse 
 Bringing a Friend 

Come and see the new prizes and how your kids can earn them!  
 
Finally, there will be a class offering competition! Kids will vote on which charity they would like their giving to go 
to. The class with the most offering by Christmastime will win their own class party!  
 
We hope your kids will join us for games, songs, Bible stories, projects and so much more! They will make new 
friends and enjoy leaders who are willing to invest in them! SPLASH is a fun place to learn about Jesus! 
 
In Christ,  
Aimee Postel  



 

Lutheran World Relief is a                             
non-profit organization that works 

with local  partners to provide lasting 
solutions to poverty, injustice and              

human suffering. 
For more info visit: www.LWR.org 

  WHEN to bring: WHAT to bring: 

Sunday, September 15 2 1/2” Erasers 

Sunday, September 22 
Dark Colored Bath 

Towels (lightweight)  

Sunday, September 29 
Dark colored hand 

towels 

Sunday, October 6 
Nail clippers with 

attached file &  
toothbrushes 

Sunday, October 13 
Bars of Ivory Soap 

(we need ALOT!) 

Sunday, October 20 Packing Party!  

Help us welcome in the season with songs from the Waupaca High 
School Madrigal Singers, then stay for pie afterwards! 

 

Sunday, November 24th  
at 6:30pm 



(Julia Wolfe) 



We are friends, living and leading like Jesus, bringing 

the Kingdom to the lost and the hurting! 

Your Church Council 
 

Please feel free to contact any church  
council member with any  

question or concern you have. 
 

JoLene Nollenberg  (715)281-9641 
Gary Prell, President  (715)281-4409 
Bob Menzies, Vice Pres. (715)281-7730 
Dennis Stuyvenberg  (920)867-4067 
Brandon Stern  (715)412-1774 
Sonda Koplien                        (715) 281-0713 
Margaret Arnold                    (715) 281-2759 
Trent Graham                         (715) 281-0315 
Kim Beyer                                (920) 246-4528 

We Before Me 
We are one church                
family fed by four 

streams. We honor a   
diversity of backgrounds. 

We Get Messy 
We desire people to be  

genuine in their                  
relationships with  
others and Jesus. 

We Get Out              
Of Our Seats 

We serve the church  
and the world for the  

glory of God. 

We Are Passionate 
About Jesus 

We intentionally pursue a 
personal and intimate           
relationship with God. 

Shepherd of the Lakes Staff 
Dean H. Wheeler 

Paula Thuerman  

Aimee Postel 

Jess Gibson 

Julie Handy 

Senior Pastor 

Church Administrator 

Children’s Ministry Coordinator 

Office Assistant 

Custodian 


