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Looking Ahead 
Great events are planned for everyone in the family. 
For more information go to: www.shepherdofthelakes.com 

Sept. 4 
 Labor Day 
Church offices closed 
 
Sept. 10  
SPLASH Starts  
10:00AM 
 
Sept. 11  
Weekly Evening Prayer Resumes  
6:00PM 
 
Sept. 11  
Council Meeting  
6:30PM 
 
Sept. 13 
Middle School Head to Heart Starts  
6:30-8:00PM 
 
Sept. 13 
Youth Power Groups Start  
7-9 pm  
 
Sept. 14 
G.L.A.M. ‘She’s Got Issues’ Starts  
6:30-8:00PM 

Sept. 18 
G.L.A.M. ‘Listen, Love, Repeat’ Starts  
6:30-8:00PM 
 
Sept. 19 
ALPHA Starts  
6:30-8:30PM 
 
Sept. 21 
G.L.A.M. ‘Listen, Love, Repeat’ Starts  
10-11:30AM 
 
Sept. 21 
GriefShare Starts  
6:30-8:00PM 
 
Oct. 9 
Council Meeting  
6:30PM 
 
Oct. 20 
Bowling & Pizza Night  
7:00PM 
 
Oct. 23  
Kids Hope Culver’s Night  
5:00-10:00PM 

Oct. 28 
ALPHA Holy Spirit Gathering  
9:00AM-4:00PM 
 
Nov. 13 
Council Meeting  
6:30PM 
 
Nov. 19 
Madrigal Pie Social  
6:30PM 
 
Nov. 23 
Thanksgiving  
Church offices closed 
 
Nov. 28 
ALPHA Celebration Dinner  
6:00PM 



NO FEAR 
 
A few weeks ago Lisa and I drove to Madison.  On the way down, we passed through Plainfield and saw a sign 
advertising an upcoming community event entitled “Remembering the Good Ol Days”.  It struck me as ironic 
to be celebrating the Good Ol Days in Plainfield given the history that many of us remember when we travel 
through that city.  If you don’t know some of the past, google Plainfield and see what comes up.   
 
I’m not trying to tear down Plainfield and I trust it will have a great future.  It is interesting how selective 
memories of the past can be.  We look back with nostalgia remembering when all was right in the world.  At 
least when all was right with TV; our hometown; our nation; our church and our lives.  These were the Good 
Ol Days and it is all going to hell in a handbasket.   
 
Living life in reality means that we are often faced with difficult times, and the stress they carry weighs us 
down with worry. When these hard times come, fear begins to dominate our thinking and it is challenging to 
see God's goodness.  In the midst of frustration, we pine for the past, a better time.  Usually this is pure fan-
tasy.    
 
For the past number of weeks we have been preaching on Psalm 23, the Psalm of the Good Shepherd.   
I invite you to read it aloud before you continue reading.  
 
 
 

1  The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2  He makes me to lie down in green pastures;  
He leads me beside the still waters. 3  He restores my soul; He leads me in the paths of              

righteousness For His name's sake. 4  Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil; For You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.               

5  You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You anoint my head with oil; 
My cup runs over. 6  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me All the days of my life;                 

and I will dwell in the house of the LORD Forever.    
Psalm 23:1-6 (NKJV)  

 
 
Reading scripture is important because “So faith comes from hearing, that is, hearing the Good News about 
Christ.” Romans 10:17 (NLT) 
 
I want to focus on the last verse of Psalm 23, “Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my 
life; and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.” 
 
Instead of fear of the future, the Good Shepherd promises confidence in the future to those of us who belong 
to His flock.  Why can I hope in the future?  Because: 

  Jesus the Good Shepherd is with me.   
 The grace of our heavenly Father is working in me. 
 Heaven is waiting for me.  The best is yet to come! 

Thoughts from Pastor Dean 



 
Jesus the Good Shepherd is with us. 
 
Surely goodness… shall follow me. 
 
Jesus said, “Be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”    Matthew 28:20 (NLT).  I can 
be confident of the future because Jesus is Immanuel (God with us).   
There is nothing I need fear because He who defeated sin, death and the devil is present in my life and the 
life of His church.   
 
The Father’s grace is at work in us. 
 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
 
‘There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.’  Romans 8:1 (NIV).  I can face the future 
with confidence because mercy and grace are at work in me. I live forgiven.  Christ has already died and rose 
victorious that we might be free at last, free to live without fear into our future. 
 
Heaven is waiting for us. 
 
And I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.   
 
“I heard a loud shout from the throne, saying, “Look, God’s home is now among his people! He will live with 
them, and they will be his people. God himself will be with them. He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and 
there will be no more death or sorrow or crying or pain. All these things are gone forever.”   
            Revelation 21:3-4 (NLT)  
 
We are but sojourners in this alien land and our true home awaits us in heaven.  Since nothing can separate 
us from the love of God - not even death itself - what am I to fear?  We as his church need not fear the future 
with the changes that come from the ebbs and flows of life.  We trust in our Good Shepherd who is with us.  
He alone is the same yesterday, today and tomorrow.   
 
Live in Love and Confidence, 
 
 
 
 
Pr. Dean 

Thoughts from Pastor Dean cont. 



Musings by Mary...  

In 1999, the then popular television show, Frasier, featured an episode called, ‘Everyone’s a Critic.’ The plot centers 

around Frasier’s jealousy of his brother Niles who has been chosen to be an art critic. While there are indeed folks 

who are paid to be critics (as in reviewers) –e.g. food critics, book critics, movie critics, etc., many of us play the role 

of an unpaid, and often unwelcome, critic. Truth is it is easy to be a critic. I should know because I am often a critic- 

of myself, of others, and even of ‘the church’ (both local and universal) and all that it entails.  Critics are often long on 

complaints and condemnation and short on mercy and grace.  
 

A critical spirit often steals our joy and robs us of the many blessings the Lord desires to bestow upon us. It also      

dishonors God by violating His commandments. My former senior pastor, the Reverend Dr. Dan Storvick, was always 

encouraging us to “put the best construction on everything”. He would frequently reference Martin Luther’s                   

explanation of the 8th commandment (You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor) which reads in part,    

“explain everything in the kindest way”.   
 

What if, instead of offering up criticism, we consciously chose to offer up a word of kindness? What if we deliberately 

chose to “explain everything in the kindest way?” Critics often have a consumer mentality (‘I like this, I don’t like 

that’) whereas carriers of kindness choose to embrace the attitude of a contributor (‘How can I help, what can I say 

 to bless others?’). 
 

Colossians 3:17 says, “And whatever you do or say, do it as a representative of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through 

him to God the Father.” (NLT) I have this verse written on my left forearm but I realize it really needs to be written on 

the tablet of my heart. And so I pray, ‘Lord help me to be a carrier of kindness and take a critical spirit from me’.          

I invite you to join me in this journey of heart transformation.  

To God Be the Glory!  



G.L.A.M.  
There are 2 new classes being offered at 3 different times! 

 
CLASS 1-Listen, Love, Repeat by Karen Ehman and facili-
tated by Pr. Mary   
You are invited to join Pr. Mary either Monday nights or 
Thursday mornings for a teaching on the video and book, 
Listen, Love, Repeat by Karen Ehman.    
If you desire more joy in your life then this is the class for 
you! Join us as we learn to cultivate a lifestyle that sees 
and meets the needs of others and, in doing so, raises our 
joy quotient exponentially. We will study scriptural exam-
ples of those who ‘lived alert’ and learn practical tips on 
how to notice and serve the least among us in the style of 
our Master, Jesus Christ.  
Monday Evenings, 6:30-8:00PM (September 18th- October 
30th) OR Thursday Mornings, 10:00-11:30AM (September 
21st- November 2nd)  
Cost of materials- $11. Scholarships are available upon re-
quest.  
DEADLINE TO SIGN UP- Monday, September 11th.   
 

 
 
CLASS 2- She’s Got Issues, by Nicole Unice and facilitated by Robin Madson 
If you have Thursday evenings free, we invite you to join Robin Madson for a teaching on the video and book, 
She’s Got Issues by Nicole Unice.   This teaching is seriously good news for stressed out secretly scared control 
freaks. In this class we will explore  
five everyday issues that can hold us 
back from living free and loving well: 
control, insecurity, comparison, fear, 
and anger (along with its cousin,  
unforgiveness). 
 
Thursday Evenings, 6:30-8:00PM 
(September 14th- October 26th)  
 
No cost- Bible and notebook to  
journal in are required. 
 
DEADLINE TO SIGN UP- Monday, 
September 11th.  



It’s  
Alpha 
Time!  
 

The fall session of Alpha will be kicking off 
on Tuesday, September 19th at 6:30PM 
with a meal served here at the church.  

For those who don’t know, Alpha is a 10 
week opportunity to explore the validity 
and relevance of the Christian faith in 
your life today.  Each regular session 
starts with a meal and a chance to get to know others. Dinner is followed by a short video that looks at different 
aspects of the Christian faith each week. The video is followed by a time of discussion where everyone is                
welcome to contribute their opinion and ask questions. No question is considered hostile or too simple.  

After the first session on September 19th, we will be meeting most other times in individual’s homes to eat and to 
watch the video and enjoy informal discussion. Meals will be potluck. FREE childcare for ages 12 and under is 
available upon request.     

We already have a couple of homes in Waupaca where Alpha will be offered on Tuesday evenings but we are 
looking for more individuals who are willing to open up their home once a week (classes need to start by the 
week of September 17th but you are free to choose a time and day of the week that best works for you) and              
facilitate the discussion.  

Some of you might wonder why we are switching the venue to private homes. Did you know that Alpha first                 
began in London 1976 in the home of Anglican pastor Charles Marnham who simply invited people interested in 
the Christian faith to his home for a meal and discussion? The beauty of the simplicity of a home venue is that it 
is low maintenance and provides for an even more personal setting for friendships to form and last for years to 
come! Not to mention the fact that many unchurched folks are somewhat wary of coming to a church building 
for a class but may be more inclined to accept an invitation to the house of a friend or neighbor. 

We ask that you invite someone to Alpha to help us continue carrying out that integral part of our vision of 
‘reaching the lost and helping the hurting’ so take the ILLUMINATE ALPHA CHALLENGE today! Simply think of 
someone you would like to invite to Alpha, take a light bulb from the basket in the worship center, write their 
name on the light bulb and pray for them. After you have extended the invite, twist your light bulb into the cross 
on the chancel. Remember- whether a person says ‘yes’ or ‘no’ to your invite, we still celebrate the ‘ask’ and 
hope to light up the cross for Christ.  

If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Mary.  

  



 

City On A Hill Christmas Stocking Outreach 

Mark your calendars today! Saturday, December 9th is City On A Hill’s Stocking Outreach 
Event. Located in downtown Milwaukee, COAH is a “full service” outreach ministry, serving 
the families in the surrounding neighborhoods. The Stocking Outreach gives us the oppor-

tunity to go door to door throughout the neighborhood, bringing gifts and the love of Jesus 
to these families. For more info, contact Lisa Stafford (715-802-3540 or email: 

lstafford1961@yahoo.com). Sign-ups coming soon! 

DATE: Saturday, December 9th 2017 
TIME:  8:00am-6:00pm 

BRING: Hat/gloves/boots and a bag lunch. 

Invite a hurting friend to join us here at Shepherd of the Lakes for the fall Griefshare       
session, starting Thursday, Sept. 21st. Griefshare is a safe, supportive environment in which 
to process loss. This class requires a minimum of five participants in order to run. Sign-up 

by Sept. 17th! Contact Bruce Bushweiler with questions at 715-258-2758. 

mailto:lstafford1961@yahoo.com


Our Mission: To stamp out hunger in 

area schools one student at a time. 

This September marks the beginning of our 8th year 

of Project Backpack.  Can you believe we’ve been 

serving hungry students in area schools for that 

long already?  Thank you all for your continued 

support of this extremely important ministry – we 

couldn’t have made it this far without you!  We    

also want to thank our partners from the Manawa 

team.  They did a phenomenal job raising funds to 

cover the cost of their students last year, along 

with providing volunteers to help on each of the 

teams.  Well done team! 

 

As we head into the new 
school year, we are again in 

need of your support.         
A donation of $180 will 
feed one student for an    
entire year.  And, if you 
have time to volunteer, 
we’re always looking for 

help with labeling, packing, 
shopping, delivering or 
picking up empty back-
packs.  Contact Paula 

Thuerman at church or 
email her at paula 

@shepherdofthelakes.com 
if you’d like to help.  And of 
course, please continue to 
lift Project Backpack up in 

prayer! 

mailto:paula@shepherdofthelakes.com
mailto:paula@shepherdofthelakes.com


We have a great NEW opportunity to raise funds for Project Backpack 

this year!  Help us serve Packer fans by working in a concession stand 

during Packer Games this season!  It’s a fun, easy way to give back to the 

program.  We have the potential to earn over $2000 each game we work, 

which is enough cash to feed all the students in the program for           

two weeks! If you’re short on cash but want to financially support the 

program, consider volunteering your time this season! Contact Karen 

Stern for more details or to sign up:  715-412-1200, phone or text,  

email: kstern38@gmail.com 

mailto:kstern38@gmail.com


First Annual KHUSA Summer Fun Event  “Lots of Fun”!  
Water balloons, hotdogs and the beach; who could ask for         
anything more?! The first annual Kids Hope USA Summer Fun 
party (July 25th) was held at South Park and attended by 40+ 
mentors, prayers partners, students and their families. The    
most fun? An epic water balloon fight! NEXT UP: Our annual              
Ice Cream Social, Tuesday, September 26th. 

“Game On” for KHUSA  

We’re collecting NEW games for our mentors and students to play during their weekly visits. Card 

games, board games and puzzles would be greatly appreciated. Here’s a few ideas: Boggle, Mastermind, 

Jenga, Connect Four, Yahtzee, checkers, chess, Uno, Skip-Bo, “Tangoes” (geometric puzzles). For more 

info, check out the Sign-Up Wall in the Fellowship Hall. (Financial contributions are also welcomed.) 

 

“Culver’s Night” for KHUSA 

Here’s a sweet way to support KHUSA: grab your family and friends and have some ice cream at         

Culver’s! Monday, October 23rd (5:00-9:00 pm) is “Kids Hope USA” night at Culver’s (Waupaca). KHUSA 

will receive 10% of all total sales from items sold between               

5:00-9:00pm. Get the word out! Let’s make this a big night               

for Culver’s and KHUSA. 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=culver's+logo&id=1B96251A6C3A45FDB1C9659EAC91A098C2591856&FORM=IQFRBA


KHUSA Annual Christmas Party December 12th! 
Mark your calendars now! Tuesday, December 12th is our annual KHUSA 
Christmas Dinner. This is a wonderful opportunity to bless our KHUSA 
children and their families with an amazing dinner, beautiful decora-
tions, a gift and a reading of the Christmas story. What greater gift can 
we give than to share the story of the baby Jesus with our children and 
their families? Food donations, food prep, set-up, clean-up, serving the 
meal are just some of the ways you can be Jesus with skin on for our 

Kids Hope children and their families. More info (and sign-ups) to come… 
 
 

Mentor/Prayer Partner Training - January 2018 
Do love playing board games? Do you like to “shoot hoops”? Do you have a passion to share the 
love of Jesus with some lucky boy or girl? Then Kids Hope USA is the ministry for you. Our next 
training session will be held at Shepherd of the Lakes on January 22nd (6:00-7:30 pm) and January 
23rd (6:00-7:30 pm) 2018. 
 
 

Contact KHUSA Director Lisa Stafford (715-802-3540;  
email: lstafford1961@yahoo.com) for more information  
and application forms. 

mailto:lstafford1961@yahoo.com


SPLASH NEWS 
We are kids learning to be like Jesus making a big SPLASH in the world!  

 

Time: Sunday mornings during 2nd service. Check-in begins at 10am.  

Place: Lower level at Shepherd of the Lakes. 

When: SPLASH starts September 10th. 

Who: Kids preschool through middle school. 

How often: *New this year* - Every week! (Except holiday weekends) 

Why: SPLASH is a loving, safe place for kids to learn to live like Jesus in a super fun way!  

I hope to see your kiddos on Sunday mornings!  

Family 

bowling 

night 

Friday, October 20th, 2017 at 7:00 PM 
Cost- $25- 4 games of bowling, large 1-topping  
pizza, pitcher of soda and shoes. 
All ages welcome!  
(can combine folks for family price) 





We are setting off to help students bring their friends into their spiritual family 

while they learn and practice living and leading like Jesus. We desire to help stu-

dents minister to one another as we give them the tools and knowledge to do so. 

The  family is a safe place to practice and develop the skills that they can use the 

rest of their lives.    

Youth POWER Groups will meet at Brian and  

Julie Handy’s home in Waupaca from 7-9pm.  

We will meet at their home from September—

December, and re-evaluate our location then.  

 You might be asking why we would meet at 

someone’s home rather than the church. It’s a 

great question! We believe that family is devel-

oped in the home and a safe place to grow, 

learn and make mistakes. It is also low maintenance, 

and can easily multiply and be replicated when we “outgrow” our location.  

As students are trained to minister to one another, share a meal together, 

learn about Jesus’ mission and his methods, and 

put that information into practice, we will become 

a family on mission!  This year, lives will be 

changed and students will find Jesus! Thanks as 

always for your continued prayers and support of 

the youth! 

Beginning Wednesday, September 13th  

Who: 9th—12th grade students 
When: 7:00-9:00pm 
Where: Brian and Julie Handy’s Home (pictured above) 
              401 Waupaca St. 
              Waupaca 



Summer Discipleship & Camping 
Aimee and I spent the summer investing in a small group 
of students and young adults. We met weekly at Little Fat 
Gretchen’s  Wednesday mornings at 7am (yes that is     
correct 7 AM) eating breakfast, drinking coffee, talking 
about the Gospel and listening to what Jesus was saying.  

This group is truly feeling like family, and we invited them 
to join us on a camping trip to the Porcupine Mountains in 
Upper Michigan. We spent 3 days (2 nights) hiking, hang-
ing out, eating, and reflecting on our time spent reading 
God’s word.  



Shepherd of the Lakes 
50th Anniversary was a 

HUGE success!                  
Morning service was electric 
with the energy of the saints 

worshiping together!  



Many thanks to            
everyone that helped 
with planning, setup, 
food, games, clean-up 

& more! Worship, 
fun, food & games 

were enjoyed         
immensely by folks  

of all ages! 



 

Lutheran World Relief is a                             
non-profit organization that works 

with local  partners to provide lasting 
solutions to poverty, injustice and              

human suffering. 
For more info visit: www.LWR.org 

  WHEN to bring: WHAT to bring: 

Sunday, September 
3 

Crayons (24 piece) 

Sunday, September 
10 

Dark colored bath 
towels 

Sunday, September 
17 

Bars of Ivory Soap 

Sunday, September 
24 

Wide-toothed combs 
(individually packaged) 

Sunday, October 1 Nail clippers with 
attached nail file 

Sunday, October 8 Dark colored hand 
towels 

Sunday, October 15 Baby receiving      
blankets 

The following is a note received from a young              
woman who was interning at the Waupaca Foundry  
for the summer. Great job getting out of your seats   

and making her feel like family! 





Office Hours 

Monday–Thursday 8:00am–4:00pm 

“Reach the Lost and Help the Hurting” 

 

We Before Me 
We are one church                
family fed by four 

streams. We honor a   
diversity of backgrounds. 

We Get Messy 
We desire people to be  

genuine in their                  
relationships with  
others and Jesus. 

We Get Out              
Of Our Seats 

We serve the church  
and the world for the  

glory of God. 

Your Church Council 
 

Please feel free to contact any church  
council member with any  

question or concern you have. 
 

Steve Christensen, President(715)412-0180 
Richard Madson  (715)572-5621 
JoLene Nollenberg  (715)281-9641 
Becky Peterson  (715)281-9152 
Gary Prell, Vice Pres.  (715)281-4409 
Bob Menzies   (715)281-7730 
Sue Popham   (715)281-5411 
Dennis Stuyvenberg  (920)867-4067 
Bill Zimmermann  (715)258-8059 

We Are Passionate 
About Jesus 

We intentionally pursue a 
personal and intimate           
relationship with God. 

Shepherd of the Lakes Staff 
Dean H. Wheeler 

Mary M. Bope 
Paula Thuerman  

Aimee Postel 
Matt Vassar 
Jess Gibson 

Rose Swanson 
Julie Handy 

Senior Pastor 
Pastor  
Church Administrator 
Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
Worship Leader 
Office Assistant 
Child Care Supervisor 
Custodian 


