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Summer 
2019 

Looking Ahead 
Great events are planned for everyone in the family. 
For more information go to: www.shepherdofthelakes.com 

June 8 
Holy Spirit Teaching & Worship 
@ Victory Church 
6:00pm-8:00pm 
 

June 9 
SPLASH Bash 
9:00am 
 

June 10 
Church Council/Leadership Team 
Meeting 
6:30-8:00pm 
 

July 4 
Church Offices Closed 
 

July 8 
Church Council/Leadership Team 
Meeting 
6:30-8:00pm 
 

July 17 
Timber Rattlers Game 
5:30pm 
 

July 21 
SPLASH Super Sunday Event 
Lego Fun Day 
9:00am 
 
 
 
 

July 26 
Blood Drive 
12:00-5:00 
 

August 9-10 
Beth Moore in Green Bay 
 

August 12 
Church Council/Leadership Team 
Meeting 
6:30-8:00pm 
 

August 18 
SPLASH Super Sunday Event 
& Annual Church Picnic 
9:00am 
 

August 26 
Kids Hope USA Training 
6:00-8:00pm 
 

August 28 
Kids Hope USA Potluck 
6:00-7:30pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ONGOING EVENTS: 
 

Every Sunday 
Parking Lot Prayer 
8:25am 
 

Last Monday of each Month  
Evening Prayer 
6:00pm 
 

Every Tuesday  
Adult Bible Study  
in the Fellowship Hall 
10:00-11:15am 
 
Every Tuesday  
Open Prayer Meeting 
11:15am-12pm 
 

Rebuilding Team Meetings: 
 

Spiritual Life Team -  
June 4, July 9, Aug. 6 
 

Spiritual Community Team -  
June 11, July 16, Aug. 13 
 

Spiritual Formation Team -  
June 18, July 23, Aug. 20 
 

Outreach Team -  
June 25, July 30, Aug. 27 



Thoughts from Pastor Dean 
Dear Friends and Family of Shepherd of the Lakes, 
 
In May, I invited you to open meetings of Shepherd of the Lakes. This letter is my  
summation of the presentation in letter form. 
 
In this letter, I will address the Past Reality, Present Reality, Future Vison and how you can join us in 
following God who is at work in His church.   
 
Past Reality 
 
Over the last number of years we have experienced numerous situations that have negatively  
impacted our church, including declining attendance leading to declining giving. These were  
followed by the elimination of one worship service; moving SPLASH to follow worship instead of 
coinciding with the service; moving Alpha into homes and the majority of adult education  
opportunities to Sunday morning following worship; and finally William Postel’s departure from the 
position of Youth Coordinator led to a subsequent lack of High School ministry.   
 
These realities and the decisions that led to them (many of which in hindsight could be considered 
mistakes) have caused a lack of confidence in my pastoral leadership that I wish to address.  
 
2 Chronicles 7:14-16  
14 If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and 
turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their 
land. 15 Now My eyes will be open and My ears attentive to prayer made in this place. 16 For now I 
have chosen and sanctified this house, that My name may be there forever; and My eyes and My heart 
will be there perpetually. 
 
Biblical ‘humility’ is centered in one’s openness and honesty. I desire to be open and  
honest with God and with you my church family. I start with repentance. As the above-mentioned 
negative conditions grew, some out of my control and a good number not,  
instead of acting in faith, over time I became increasingly fearful, controlling, angry and frustrated at 
the circumstances.   
 
In the face of these pressures, I stopped listening to you the congregation, leadership, and Christ the 
Head of His Church.  In this downward spiral, I became isolated and distant.   
 
Compounding this was the fact that Lisa and I have privately been discussing retirement from  
professional ministry in the not so distant future and I was apprehensive to share our plans. I was 
thinking ‘How can I lead a five year vision for the church knowing that I do not plan to be your  
Senior Pastor for that length of time?’  I felt completely stuck.   
 
Finally, there is one last issue that needs to be addressed. It is our identity. Are we a Lutheran Church 
or not?  I had wished to leave this unresolved but that would be lazy and unfair to the next Senior  
Pastor.   
 



Thoughts from Pastor Dean (cont.) 
Over the last number of years I have numerous stories of people who do not belong to Shepherd who 
either say that we are “too Lutheran” or “not Lutheran enough”. Fifteen years ago this was not an  
issue but it is now and must be addressed by the congregation. The Waupaca community believes  
that we are that “different Lutheran church”. This is not a helpful label for us. Most will not check  
us out because they think they won’t fit us; they just want an encounter with God and don’t consider 
themselves Lutheran.   
 
I am not suggesting that we need to change. I think we need to communicate to the general public of 
Waupaca who God has truly made us to be. This issue of identity will be dealt with over the next 
number of months in the Rebuilding Team process.   
 
Present Reality 
 
Despite the many challenges we face, God is working at Shepherd as we continue to feed hungry  
children in schools through Project Backpack, mentor at risk students through Kids Hope USA and 
see the Holy Spirit transform lives in our midst.   
 
I love you and Shepherd of the Lakes, having committed over twenty years of my life to this ministry! 
In the past when I have been in trouble, people who are concerned for me have intervened and spoken 
into my life. It is no different now. In the past weeks, I have felt a tremendous weight lifted from me. 
Following some heartfelt conversations with friends and the Holy Spirit, I have been able to speak 
about the ongoing reality and how I have reacted. Things have changed for me and I am again  
enthusiastic about our future. God is at work and we wish to join Him!  
 
I am committed to being your Senior Pastor for the next 2 to 2 ½ years. Upon my retirement, I  
recommend that we hire a trained intentional Interim Pastor to serve for a set period of time, typically 
between 9 and 18 months.   
 
We still have years together and along with my normal pastoral responsibilities, I plan on making  
purposeful visits with each person or family over the next year. I will also have drop in hours at the 
church office for you every Monday from 9-11:30am and 1:30-5:00pm and Tuesday afternoons from 
1:30-5:00pm. As always, I am available by calling or texting 715-281-3515.  These times will be  
opportunities to connect and hear what is on your heart. 
 
Also, your participation is urgent on one of the four Rebuilding teams that have launched as we listen 
together for God’s guidance. The teams are Spiritual Life; Spiritual Community; Spiritual Formation; 
and Outreach. Your commitment to one of these teams will last no longer than through early Fall of 
this year.  If you have questions about what each of these teams will do, please feel free to contact any 
member of the ministry staff for clarification.  
 



Thoughts from Pastor Dean (cont.) 

Vision of Our Future 
 
I see Shepherd of the Lakes listening to the Father and joining Him in what He is doing! I see school-
aged children equipped and released to practice their spiritual gifts while they share the good news of 
Jesus with their families and friends. I see the next generation impacted by a relationship with Jesus 
who loves them just as they are and invites them to step into their Kingdom future. I  
see mature adults mobilized to help the hurting within the Shepherd family, the Waupaca  
community, and the surrounding areas. I hear a worshipping church praising God and thanking Him 
for the miracles He is performing in our midst. I see the Father at work and us joining Him! 
 
Become a member of a Rebuilding team! Pray for your church! Know the Father’s will and  
have the courage to follow Him! Say yes to serving Him with your passions and using your gifts!   
Worship our Lord with your church family! 
 
I Love You All, 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Dean Wheeler 
 
 
P.S 
Great job! I thank you for the great participation in the dinner meetings. We had 120 people in  
attendance and 75 signed up to participate in the Rebuilding Teams. Fantastic! There is room  
for you if you want to join one of the teams that meet monthly. Please call Paula at the office: 
715-258-8061.  In addition, we have received prophetic words and will be collecting these so if  
you have a ‘word from the Lord’ please share it with us!  
 
 
 



Thoughts from Pastor Rick 
Topic: The Fruit of Faithfulness Galatians 5:22 
 

During 1980-1985 we lived in Houston, Texas. It was during that time that I became more  
serious about God being involved in my life.  I had made a very bad business investment and it 
cost deeply. The profound loss was financial and yet it had relational consequences as well. I 
knew that this was going to affect the trust issue in my life for a number of years.  

I decided it should be expected that specific people were just not going to trust me after the  
decision I had made. I came to a point that I didn't trust myself to make healthy decisions.  
I wasn't in a place of fear. I just didn't trust "Rick" anymore. I asked God to show me how I 
should approach the future.  

I had just been exposed to a teaching about The Fruit of the Spirit.  I saw that this is the natural 
work of the Holy Spirit in the life of each Believer.  I asked God where I should start, what I 
should focus on as I began the journey to get to know Him and His ways.  I felt like I heard 
one word, Faithfulness. That is one of the 9 Fruits of the Spirit.  

As I researched what faithfulness was, I began to see how critical this one Fruit is to the life of 
a Believer. Think about it this way, what if we had no "faithfulness" in our lives? You would 
recognize it because there would be broken relationships, broken promises, no follow through 
or commitment between us and others.  

I saw that it's in the little areas of our lives this really matters. I saw that even though I was 
faithful in some areas, I was un-faithful in other areas. I was un-faithful to always following 
through with a project. I was un-faithful to consistently doing the best I could do. I did not 
have daily Spiritual Habits that were developed in me. Remember this is what the Holy Spirit 
wants to do in us. We just have to ask Him to partner with us.  Spiritual Habits only develop 
because of consistency, perseverance, and diligence in us. We have to determine something is 
valuable to us. Then we have to make it a priority.   

Whatever the topic, prayer, worship, meditation, Scripture, exercise, etc., our "faithfulness" to 
our values and our priorities is what brings the needed changes that will impact our everyday 
lives. Start with this assessment: Ask the Holy Spirit, “What is something I need to start  
doing in my life? What is something I can stop doing, to make time to start this new  
direction?”  

Make a plan for 15-30 minutes to do this new thing as often as you can. The key here is to  
remind yourself how valuable this is. Daily make it a priority to be faithful to this change.  
It will take commitment and determination. But the Holy Spirit will help you and your  
faithfulness will grow! 

Blessings, 

Pastor Rick 



Holy Spirit Teaching 

& Worship 
 

Come take part in this dynamic  

experience with the Holy Spirit!  

 

Celebrate the Person, power and unity  

of the Holy Spirit. Join First Assembly, 

Shepherd of the Lakes and Victory 

Church for this special service.  

 

Encounter the Holy Spirit through  

worship and the Word! 

Saturday, 
June 8

th
 

6:00-8pm @ 
Victory 
Church 

Spiritual Life Team  
June 4, July 9, Aug. 6 
 
Spiritual  
Community Team  
June 11, July 16, Aug. 13 

Spiritual  
Formation Team  
June 18, July 23, Aug. 20 
 
Outreach Team  
June 25, July 30, Aug. 27 

Rebuilding Team Meetings: 

(If you are unable to attend one of your meetings, please let the church office know immediately) 



Mark your calendars for our annual 
church family picnic here at Shepherd of 

the Lakes! 
 

Sunday, August 18
th

 
10:15am 

 

We are looking for folks to help with this 
year’s picnic! If you are willing to lend 

your time and skills to making this a fun, 
successful event...talk to the church  

office as soon as possible! 

SAVE THE DATES: Living Proof Live  
Listen up ladies! August 9-10, 2019 is the “Living Proof Live” with Beth Moore in Green Bay,  

including worship with Travis Cottrell!  
 

General Admission is $79 per person for both days:  
Friday 5:30pm-9:30pm and Saturday 7:30am-12:15pm.  

 

For conference details and to register, visit:  lifeway.com/livingprooflive 

Timber Rattlers Game 
Wednesday July 17, 2019 

7:05 pm 
Cost: $5.00/person 

 
“Bang For Your Buck” Night 

$1.00 hot dogs 
$1.00 sodas 

 
30 tickets available 

Sign-up and payment deadline: 
Sunday, July 7, 2019 



 

Congratulations to our Graduating  
High School Seniors! 

Dakota Lane  
Son of Allen & Jamie Lane 

Rochester Community College: Welding & Construction Management 
 

Jack Menzies  
Son of Bob & Anne Menzies 

University of Minnesota Twin Cities: Major Undecided 
 

Alex Thuerman 
Son of Mark Thuerman and Paula Thuerman 

Milwaukee School of Engineering: Electrical Engineering. 
 

Forrest Ziebell 
Son of Al Ziebell and Dawn & Kent Sykes. 
University of Madison: Major Undecided. 

 
2019 Memorial Youth Fund Scholarship Winners: 

Dakota Lane $1,000 

Jack Menzies $2,000 

Alex Thuerman $2,000 



A Fond Farewell! 
The following members have moved 

away from the Waupaca area and will 

no longer be a part of our church 

family. We are sad to see them go, 

but pray God’s very best for them as 

they move! 

Carlos Schmidt 

Larry & Nancy Anderson 

Joan Reinke 



Our Mission: To stamp out hunger in 

area schools one student at a time. 

We’ve just completed our 9th year serving hungry school children 
throughout Waupaca County.  I want to take this opportunity to publicly 
thank our amazing team leaders:  Kevin & Julie Brown, Pete Vanden-

Bush, Mark Thuerman, JoAnne Johnson and Ronda Rollins.  Their  
commitment to this ministry blesses both the children and me every 

week!  Their faithful service to this ministry is truly humbling.  When  
you see them, please thank them for being on the front lines week in and 
week out to help us stamp out hunger in area schools one child at a time.  

And thanks to every one of you who has volunteered in this ministry.   
We couldn’t do it without you! 

This summer we’re expanding!  We’re launching a pilot program in 
the city of Waupaca.  Each Friday at the Rec Center, we’ll have a bag 

of food available for students to pick up to help get them through  
the weekend.  This pilot program is made possible by a group of  
concerned residents who have a heart for feeding kids over the  

summer when they don’t have school lunch as an option.   
They’re providing the funding and all of the volunteers and will be 

partnering with us by using our facility and general methods.  
They’re anticipating feeding 50 kids each week between June 14  

and August 30 but will adjust that number as they see the response 
from the students.  God is at work!!! 



Hi Parents! 
 
As I hope you have heard, we are having SPLASH all 
summer! I am so excited about what God is going to do 
here at Shepherd this summer! Here are some things you 
will want to know! 
 
Prepare to be a "kid caravan" all summer! We have some REALLY awesome prizes that the 
kids are going crazy for! They want to earn them and the best way to do that is to bring 
friends! Here is how it works: kids get punches on their punch card every week for different 
things. When they fill a punch card, they get to put it on the prize they want to earn. At the end 
of the summer, the kid with the most filled punch cards on that prize WINS! 
 
Besides all the fun we will be having on a weekly basis, we are also planning several SUPER 
SUNDAYS! The first one is the SPLASH Bash! Kids are encouraged to bring guests, adults or 
kids! The kid who brings the most guests will win a special prize (a Nerf dart gun or Baby 
Alive mermaid)! 
 
Registration for this event is 
available on the Shepherd  
website! We would love to get 
the word out about the SPLASH 
Bash, so please like and share 
the event on Facebook! 
 
Thanks for your support  
of Shepherd of the Lakes  
children's ministry! 
 
As always, feel free to  
give me a call with any  
questions, comments or  
ideas! 715-281-7481 
 
In Christ, 
Aimee Postel 



We  
spruced up 
the lower 
level kids’ 

area! Come 
check it 

out! 



A Note About  
Middle Schoolers:  

We welcome them! Although we 
will not have a group specifically 
for them, we would love to have 

them as helpers over the summer! 
So they are welcome to  

participate all summer long!  
For the SPLASH Bash, we  

will have games designed just  
for them, so we encourage them 

to come and bring friends!  
It will be super fun :)  



 

Kids’ SUPER 
SUNDAYS!  

 

This Summer, we have some plans for  
AWESOME FUN!  

 

We will be having one kids’ event per month during  
the 9am Sunday service.  

 

Parents and Grandparents, mark your  
calendars and invite neighbors and friends! These will be great days to 

 invite new friends and introduce them to Shepherd!  
 

Kids’ Super Sundays will be BIG,  
over-the-top FUN and will share the love of Jesus!  

 

More details coming soon, but make plans now to be here for  
Kids’ Super Sundays!  

 
Your kiddos will NOT wanna miss these! 





 What an amazing time we had at the Kids 
Hope Easter Event! We hid over 500 

Easter eggs, enjoyed an awesome dinner 
and heard again the Good News that  

Jesus brings us new life, today, tomorrow 
and forever.  Many thanks to all of you for  

donating your time, talents and treasures! 



Do you love to play cards?  

How ‘bout “Connect Four?” 

Make things with Legos?  

Shoot hoops? 

Read a good book?  

Put a smile on a child’s face and 
love in their heart?  

That’s all it takes to be a Kids Hope 
USA mentor.  

One child, one adult, one hour, once a 
week for a life time of change. 

KHUSA  
Back-To-School  

Potluck 
 

ALL mentors/prayer partners are 
invited to our Annual KHUSA 

“Back-To-School” potluck.  
 

Tuesday, August 28
th 

 
6:00-7:30 pm 

Shepherd of the Lakes 
  

New schedules, games and a  
visit from our school principals 
add up to a great way to start  

another year of love and fun with 
our KHUSA friends and their 

families. 
 

See you then! 

NEW MENTOR 
TRAINING 

 
Monday, August 26th 

6:00-8:00pm  
at Shepherd of the Lakes  

(this will be for the 2019-2020 school year). 

 
*Prospective mentors will need to  

complete the following no later than 
August 1st, 2019: 

-Mentor application form 
-2 personal references 

-Personal interview with Kids Hope  
Director, Lisa Stafford 

 

Such a delightful way to be  
“Jesus with skin on”! 

 
For more information contact Kids Hope 

Director Lisa Stafford:  
715-802-3540 

lstafford1961@yahoo.com  
(the first letter is a lower case “L”) 

mailto:lstafford1961@yahoo.com


Many thanks to our  
amazing Kids Hope  

mentors for another year 
of being Jesus with skin  
on for their Kids Hope 

friends and their families. 
You guys rock! 





We are friends, living and leading like Jesus, bringing 
the Kingdom to the lost and the hurting! 

Your Church Council 
 

Please feel free to contact any church  
council member with any  

question or concern you have. 
 

JoLene Nollenberg  (715)281-9641 
Gary Prell, President  (715)281-4409 
Bob Menzies, Vice Pres. (715)281-7730 
Dennis Stuyvenberg  (920)867-4067 
Brandon Stern  (715)412-1774 
Sonda Koplien                        (715) 281-0713 
Margaret Arnold                    (715) 281-2759 
Trent Graham                         (715) 281-0315 
Kim Beyer                                (920) 246-4528 

We Before Me 
We are one church                
family fed by four 

streams. We honor a   
diversity of backgrounds. 

We Get Messy 
We desire people to be  

genuine in their                  
relationships with  
others and Jesus. 

We Get Out              
Of Our Seats 

We serve the church  
and the world for the  

glory of God. 

We Are Passionate 
About Jesus 

We intentionally pursue a 
personal and intimate           
relationship with God. 

Shepherd of the Lakes Staff 
Dean H. Wheeler 

Rick Graves 
Paula Thuerman  

Aimee Postel 
Jess Gibson 
Julie Handy 

Senior Pastor 
Associate Pastor 
Church Administrator 
Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
Office Assistant 
Custodian 


