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Sept. 4 
Food Pantry Dollar 
Sunday 
 

Sept. 5 
Labor Day 
-Church Office Closed- 
 

Sept. 11 
All Family Worship 
10:15am  
 

Sept. 12 
Council Meeting 
6:30pm 
 

Sept. 13 
Kids Hope Ice Cream 
Social 6:00-7:00pm  
 

Sept. 14 
Middle School Ministry 
Begins 5:45-6:45pm 
 

Sept. 14 
Y.P.G. Begins 
7:00-9:00pm 
 

 
 
 

Sept .15 
GriefShare Begins 
6:00-7:30pm 
 

Sept. 18 
SPLASH Begins 
10:15am 
 

Sept. 19 
Pr. Mary’s GLAM  
Begins 6:30-8pm 
 

Sept. 20 
Alpha Begins 
6:00-8:30pm 
 

Sept. 22 
Rev. Lisa’s GLAM  
Begins10:00-11:30am 
 

Sept. 22 
Ministry to Men Begins 
6:30-8:00pm 
 

Sept. 29 
Discovering Financial  
Freedom Course  
Begins 6:30-8:30pm 
 

 

Oct. 2 
Food Pantry Dollar 
Sunday 
 

Oct. 2 
Getting to Know SOTL 
11:45am-1:00pm 
 

Oct. 9 
Infant Baptism Sunday 
10:15am 
 

Oct. 9 
All Family Worship 
10:15am  
 

Oct. 10 
Council Meeting 
6:30pm 
 

Oct. 16 
Blood Drive 
8:30-11:45am 

 

Oct. 28-29 
Alpha Weekend  
Gathering  
Fri. 6-8:30pm  
Sat. 9am-4pm 
 

 

Nov. 6 
Food Pantry Dollar 
Sunday 
 

Nov. 6 
Pre-Congregational 
Meeting 11:30am 
 

Nov. 13 
All Family Worship—
3rd Grade Sword  
Ceremony 10:15am  
 

Nov. 13 
Annual Meeting 
11:30am 
 

Nov. 14 
Council Meeting 
6:30pm 
 

Nov. 20 
Madrigal Concert and 
Pie Social 6:00pm  
 

Nov. 29 
Alpha Celebration  
Dinner 6:00pm 

Looking Ahead 
Great events are planned for everyone in the family. 
For more information go to: www.shepherdofthelakes.com 



Thoughts from Pastor Dean 

I need to have surgery again.  I will be having a ‘Pharisectomy’.   
This last week I, along with Pastor Mary, Paula (Church Administrator), Aimee (Children’s Ministry Coor-
dinator) and William (Youth Ministry Coordinator), had the privilege of attending the Global Leadership 
Summit.  We heard great and inspirational speakers from business and the church.  Much of what was 
said challenged and encouraged me.   

A question by John Maxwell particularly grabbed my attention, “Are we as Christ followers going to cor-
rect or connect with people?” As I reflected on the question I am immediately struck by how easy it is 
for me to criticize, correct, and disparage others and how much sacrificial hard work it takes for me to 
truly connect with and love people especially with those outside the family of the church.   

The story of Jesus and the woman caught in adultery comes to mind: 

 
3 The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made 
her stand before the group 4 and said to Jesus, "Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of 
adultery. 5 In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?" 6 

They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him. But Jesus bent 
down and started to write on the ground with his finger. 7 When they kept on questioning him, 
he straightened up and said to them, "If any one of you is without sin, let him be the first to 
throw a stone at her." 8 Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground. 9 At this, those who 
heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the 
woman still standing there. 10 Jesus straightened up and asked her, "Woman, where are they? 
Has no one condemned you?" 11 "No one, sir," she said. "Then neither do I condemn you," Jesus 
declared. "Go now and leave your life of sin."                                     John 8:3-11 (NIV)  

The Pharisees hated people.  We see this in them because they lived to correct and criticize those 
around them.  They thought it was their God-given mission to point out and punish the faults of others.  
They especially hated Jesus because he valued people.  In John 8:6 we see that the Pharisees knew how 
Jesus would respond to the woman.  They have seen Him, time and time again, react with love and ac-
ceptance with sin sick people.  They have come to capture Jesus in their religious trap and as an amusing 
side benefit participate in a good and godly stoning.  How easy I find it to pick up the stone. 

I have used a made up word to title this article.  ‘Pharisectomy’ refers to the spiritual removal of your 
‘inner Pharisee’.  As I reflect and pray I realize again that my soul is again in need of a ‘Pharisectomy’.  I 
have had such work done in the past but apparently Jesus the Great Physician is not done with me yet.  
Lord Jesus, I desire to reflect your love to all. I repent in word or deed of the spirit of the inner Pharisee 
as I seek to guard my heart. 



Musings by Mary...  
Grazie. E ' bello essere a casa ! (Thank you. It is good to be home!)  
 

It has been three months since I left the little fishing village of Minori, Italy, on the Amalfi coast where I spent 
a glorious month while on sabbatical. While there I read several theology books, prayed, sunbathed, swam 
and ate my fair share of gelato- pretty much in that order.  
 

Below are just a few of my favorite quotes from one of the books I read while in Minori. I confess this book 
completely wrecked me (in a good way) and deeply convicted me of a tendency to judge first and love later.   
I thank God He is so gracious, kind, merciful and patient with me as I learn to love others in the same 
outrageous, reckless and ridiculous way that He loves me (and all of us). In the next couple of newsletters,      
I will share from some of the other books I studied.  
 
Repenting of Religion: Turning from Judgment to the Love of God, by Pastor Gregory A. Boyd*  
 

“We usually think our job as Christians is to embrace a moral system, live by it, and thus be good people 
in contrast to all those who are evil. .... [G]od’s goal for us is much more profound and much more 
beautiful than merely being good: it is to do the will of God by being loving, just as God is loving.”  

 

“With every person we encounter, the only question that should be on our mind is, How can I, right here 
and now, affirm the unsurpassable worth of this person for whom Christ died?”  

 

“The unsurpassable worth of the person who doesn’t share our truth, doesn’t meet our definition of 
holiness, or doesn’t agee with our ‘correct biblical doctrine’ has all too often been neglected or 
denied. Every truth, every deed, every teaching is reduced to nothing more than religious noise when 
it isn’t placed under and clothed in the commandment to love.”   

 

“When we catch ourselves feeling superior, we are to drink the mercy of God’s love, remembering that 
we ourselves are forgiven sinners.”  

 

“...[O]nly love, given without hesitation and without conditions, can ever motivate people to trust us 
enough to invite us to speak into their lives in the first place. This is how God loves us, this is how are 
called to love all others, and this is how people are helped in the concrete situations of their lives.”      

 

“We do not live by our knowledge of ethical principles, however good and noble and true they may be. 
Rather we live by following the Spirit and by loving people where they are, in the complexity and 
uniqueness of their nonideal situations. And we do so without judgment.”    

 

I hope and pray that some of these quotes resonate with you and like me, perhaps, begin a profound life 
change in your heart, mind and soul.    
 

In Christ’s Outrageous Love,  
 
 
 
Pastor Mary  
 

*Greg Boyd is an internationally recognized theologian, preacher, teacher, apologist and author.  He received 
his Ph.D. from Princeton Theological Seminary (summa cum laude 1988), his M.Div. from Yale Divinity School 
(cum laude 1982), and his B.A. in Philosophy from the University of Minnesota (1979). Greg is the co-founder 
of Woodland Hills Church in St. Paul, Minnesota where he serves as Senior Pastor. 

http://www.whchurch.org/


The grass withers, 
the flower fades, 

But the word of our 
God stands forever. 

Isaiah 40:8 

WORSHIP WAYS 
Hey Shepherd of the Lakes Congregation! 
 
When I came on board in June I was overwhelmed with the love that my family and I received. We 
are truly blessed. Since then, I have seen a huge growth in worship team participants with eleven now 
on the team and several more coming on shortly. 
 
Another big addition has been the new electronic drums. It’s much easier to control the volume and 
easier to blend the band for the sound techs. 
 
In the near future we will be making some other changes that I think you are really going 
to embrace!  However, I don’t want to announce them quite yet. I also want to mention that on 
November 20th @ 6pm, the Madrigals will be entertaining us at the annual SOTL- Pie social. You 
won’t want to miss that. 
 
I am so excited for the way God has been moving on this worship team and look forward to seeing 
what and who He is going to bring next. 
 
For His glory, 
 
Matt Vassar 
Worship leader 



Our Mission: To stamp out hunger in 

area schools one student at a time. 

PROJECT BACKPACK 

Project Backpack is kicking back into high gear!  As the children return to school, the need to help many of them 
stay fed over the course of a weekend returns, too.  Studies have shown that well-fed children are in a better  
position to receive and absorb the education taught to them. This is just one reason why we work to ensure they 
have nourishment over the weekend and why we ask you to invest in Project Backpack.  
 
Project Backpack is completely funded by donations and grants from organizations and individuals.  Because of 
changes in their grant program guidelines, we will not be receiving the annual $5,000 grant from the Waupaca 
Area Community Foundation that we have received in the past. This leaves a huge hole in our budget which we 
need to fill.  If you would like to donate to the program or know of someone who does, or if you would like to 
help us with our fundraising efforts, please contact Paula Thuerman at paula@shepherdofthelakes.com or at   
715-942-6950. 
 
Would you like to join our team?  We are always looking for volunteers!  Many of the volunteer commitments 
only require 1-2 hours of your time every 4-5 weeks.  Can you spare that time to help feed hungry children?       
To talk directly to someone about becoming involved with Project Backpack, please contact one of the following 
team leaders: 
Paula Thuerman (labeling) 715-942-6950 
Mark Thuerman (delivery) 715-258-8929 
Pete VandenBush (returns) 715-281-1851  
Dawn Dounar (shopping) 414-334-9843 
Kevin or Julie Brown (packing) 715-256-9409 
 
Thank you so much for helping to support this most valuable ministry!  
 
In Christ’s Outrageous Love,  
 
 
 
 
Pastor Mary  

mailto:paula@shepherdofthelakes.com


Dear Church Family, 

I am beyond excited to lead Kids Hope USA into its 

fifth year! Many of our mentors are planning to       

return! There is, however, still a need for mentors. 

Teachers have communicated that many of their    

students would benefit from the mentoring relation-

ship that Kids Hope offers. Lately, I’ve been          

meditating on the idea that when we choose to     

volunteer and use the talents God has given us, we 

are choosing the kind of community we want to live 

in and furthering the reach of God’s Kingdom.  

Within Kids Hope USA there are multiple service and 

volunteer opportunities. As the director, I stress the 

necessity of having mentors to be the hands and feet 

of Jesus. But let’s face it, not everyone has the talent 

or desire to serve the Kingdom in that capacity. My 

prayer warriors are just as important, if not more. 

Our students and mentors need to be covered in 

prayer. The Holy Spirit intervenes for us when we 

bring our requests and petitions to Him. If you’re 

looking for a more practical and hands-on way to 

serve, Kids Hope is always looking for volunteers to 

help serve during our celebrations. We always need 

decorators, cooks, and servers. This year, to build the 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 program further, Kids Hope is throwing an Ice Cream 

Social to kick start the school year. This is a great way 

for those who  cannot mentor to be a part of a great 

ministry.   

As you look for ways to serve the Kingdom, I implore 

you check out the ministry of Kids Hope. The Lord is 

constantly moving, and I invite you to come alongside 

the work God is doing—whether that is donating one 

hour once a week to mentor a child in need or            

whether that is to donate an hour of your time to      

decorate for a celebration or maybe you donate 

items needed to pull off a successful celebration for 

our Kids Hope students and their families.  

Abundant Blessings, 

Cassie Rollins 

Kids Hope Executive Director  

We need your help! To kickoff the start of a new school year, Kids Hope is throwing a party!                     

An Ice Cream Social will be held on Tuesday, Sept. 13th from 6-7pm for all Kids Hope students and 

their families, mentors and prayer partners! To pull off this spectacular event, we need supplies 

and helpers. Please see the sign-up wall in the church lobby for details on how you can get                       

involved in this life-changing ministry! 



TAKE THE ALPHA CHALLENGE!  
 
Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. If you follow me, you won’t have to walk in darkness, because you will have 
the light that leads to life.” (John 8:12, NLT)  
 
ALL of us know someone we care about who has yet to be introduced to the outrageous love of Jesus Christ. Over 
the many years that I have been involved in ALPHA -whether here in Wisconsin, in Minnesota or in Arizona, I have 
seen people take ALPHA and be completely transformed by the love of Christ in just a few weeks!  
 
We are challenging EVERYONE to invite someone to ALPHA this fall which will begin Tuesday, September 20th and 
run through November 29th.  
 
In the worship center you will see a large cross decorated with lights. Each light that is lit represents the first name 
of someone that has been invited to this session of ALPHA.  
 
If you haven’t already done so, please invite someone who needs to come to ALPHA and be introduced to Jesus- the 
light of the world and the only light that leads to real life.   
 
After you have invited* someone, take a lightbulb from the basket in the worship center and take it to the cross. 
Let’s light up the cross for Christ!  
 
In Christ’s Outrageous Love,  
Pastor Mary  
 
 
 
 
* Remember-All you need to do is invite them and agree to share this journey of faith discovery with them. Even if 
they say ‘no’, we will still light up the cross with their name on it and celebrate your faithfulness in the invitation!!  



G.L .A .M.   
NEW N IGHT,  NEW DAY,  NEW OFFER INGS !   

K ICKS  OFF  SEPT.  1 9 TH  
G.L.A.M. (God’s Ladies Are Magnificent) is expanding! We will be offering two classes      

beginning this fall on two different days and two different times.  

Sign Up Deadline- September 8
th

   

 

The Christian Atheist:  

Believing in God but Living as if He Doesn’t Exist, 
By Craig Groeschel.  

Facilitator- Pr. Mary M. Bope  

Monday Evenings, 6:30-8:00PM  

September 19th- November 7th 

Cost of Materials- $ 9  

Join us on a journey as we work toward living authentic, God-
honoring lives. Become more than a “Christian in name only” 

and learn how to surrender to God completely, living every 
day dependent upon the Holy Spirit.     

Unashamed: Drop the Baggage, Pick Up your Freedom,  

Fulfill Your Destiny 

By Christine Caine 

Facilitator- Rev. Lisa Stafford  

Thursday Mornings, 10:00-11:30AM   

September 22nd- November 10th  

Cost of Materials- $ 12    

 

Shame can take on many forms and often hides in plain 
sight and can hold us back in ways we do not realize. In 

Unashamed, we will explore the often-hidden consequences 
of shame and learn how to move from a shame-filled to a 

shame-free life!  



 

Find help and encouragement after the 

death of a loved one.  

GriefShare is a special weekly seminar 

and support group designed to help you 

rebuild your life.  

We know it hurts, and we want to help.  

Sign up today in the church lobby. 

 Invite a hurting friend. 

 

Thursdays, 6:00-7:30pm 

September 15th - 

December 8th 

at Shepherd of the Lakes 

Thursday nights at 6:30pm 
Starting Thurs. Sept. 22nd 

Men, don’t miss the next segment in the                    

Authentic Manhood series! Thursday evenings from 

6:30-8pm. This segment will address the challenges 

of godly  fatherhood. Sign-up in the lobby today! 

Happy 90th Birthday to… 
Marilyn Magill! 
October 3rd, 2016 



Help us welcome in the season with songs from the Waupaca High 
School Madrigal Singers, then stay for pie afterwards! 

 

Sunday, November 20th  
at 6:00pm 

Infant 
Baptism 
Sunday 

October 9th 

10:15am 

If you would like to schedule a    

baptism for your child, please      

contact Pastor Mary.715-258-8061, 

ext. 207 

mary@shepherdofthelakes.com 

Sunday, October 16 

8:30 AM—11:45 AM 



 
Do you want to get on the road to  

financial freedom? There are time-tested, 
Bible-based tools and strategies to get  

control of your financial world. Join Bruce 
and Margaret Ann Bushweiler as together 

we explore the principles taught by Christian 
financial advisor Dave Ramsey, Crown  

Financial founder Larry Burkett and the  
Alpha course. Sign-up in the church lobby! 

Thursdays 6:30-8pm  
Sept. 29th, Oct. 6th & 13th  

“Jesus Calling”  
Wilderness Experience 

Organized and led by Jerry Tiffany, this trip 
is designed to help you deepen your faith 
by encountering Jesus in His breathtaking 
creation. Watch for opportunities coming 

soon for you to learn more about this      
wilderness experience planned for the 

Summer of 2017.  







September 18th... 

SPLASH is Back!!! 
Sunday mornings during the 10:15 service 

 

Preschool-5th grade 
& 

SPLASH Plus+ our leadership development group  
for 6th grade and up! 

Invite the kids in your life and register them today! 



Love Goes Out 
October 16

th
 during the 10:15 service 

This year for our outward focused service project, the SPLASH 
kids are going to help pack the Lutheran World Relief kits that the  
congregation has been collecting items for. Our hope is that this 
encourages kids to pray for and look for ways to serve others.  

Dates to remember: 
 

 September 11th – All Family  Worship (AFW) 

 September 18th – SPLASH and SPLASH+ begin! 

 October 9th – All Family  Worship (AFW) 

 October 16th – “Love Goes Out” Service Event 

 November 6th – Sword Training (for 3rd graders and their parents)  

 November 13th – AFW– Sword Ceremony for 3rd Graders / Parents  

 December 4th – Practice for Christmas AFW (following 2nd service) 

 December 11th – AFW: Christmas Edition 



As You Go... 

Deuteronomy 6:6,7 These commandments that I give you today 
are to be on your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk 

about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the 
road, when you lie down and when you get up. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God has given us as parents the awesome responsibility to teach our children the                          
commandments of God, scripture.  

Our family doesn’t do a lot of ‘walking along the road’ but we find ourselves in the car quite a 
bit. In order to take advantage of our car time, we have been listening to Seeds Family            

Worship. This is a group that takes scripture and makes songs out of it. All the music is word 
for word scripture! This means, when my kiddos are singing these fun, catchy songs, they are 

hiding God’s word in their hearts without even trying! 

Our family loves this music and I love how easily they are memorizing scripture! We have 9 
cd’s to giveaway – just ask William or Aimee about them and we will gladly give you one!  

Take God’s word with you on your next road trip or even just to run errands! Let’s be parents 
who make the most of every opportunity! 

Aimee Postel 
Children’s Ministry Coordinator 





WHO: Students Grades 9-12 

WHEN: 7pm– 9pm  

WHERE: In Families’ HOMES 

 September— Menzies 

 October—Lewis 

 November—Levine 

Beginning Wednesday, September 14
th 

WHO: Students Grades 6-8 

WHEN: 5:45pm—6:45pm  

WHERE: Shepherd of the Lakes 

 

Details:  

 
This year, our High School Ministry will be held  
separately from the middle school ministry both in 
time and location. Youth POWER Groups will 
meet in a host home from 7-9pm. We will meet at 
a single home for one whole month, then the             
following month we will rotate to another home. 
We will begin this year at Bob and Anne Menzies’ 
home.  
   

We are setting off to help students bring 
their friends into their spiritual family while they learn and practice living and 
leading like Jesus. We desire to help students minister to one another as we 
give them the tools and knowledge to do so. The  fami-
ly is a safe place to practice and develop the skills that 
they can use the rest of their lives.  
 
 

You might be asking why we would meet at someone’s home rather than the 
church. It’s a great question! We believe that family is developed in the home 

and most students find it easier to invite their friends over to 
their home, or another friend’s home rather than to the church 
(unless you’re a church going family). If we want to reach un-
churched students with the Gospel, then we need to bring the 
Gospel to a place that they are willing to go. The homes that we will be going to 
are safe families that we know, who have graciously opened their home to us!  
 
As students are trained to minister to one another, share a meal together, learn 
about Jesus’ mission and his methods, and put that information into practice, we 
will become family on mission!  This year, lives will be changed and students will 
find Jesus! Thanks as always for your continued prayers and support of the youth! 



Meet the Y.P.G. Host Families:  
September Host Family: Bob and Anne Menzies are 

longtime members here at 

Shepherd. Bob works at    

Gusmer Enterprises and Anne 

is a nutritionist at Riverside 

Medical Center. They have 3 

boys (Sam is in college, Max is 

a senior at Waupaca High, and 

Jack is a sophomore at Waupaca High). They live near 

Swan Park: 926 White Oak Dr., Waupaca, WI 54981 

October Host Family: Scott & Jodie Lewis are longtime 

members here at Shepherd of the 

Lakes. Scott is a Sergeant for 

Waupaca County Sherriff’s       

Department and Jodie runs a day-

care in their home. They have 

three boys (Orry and Kegan are 

both adults, and Brogen is a    

junior at Waupaca High.) They 

live between the Waupaca   

County Court House and the Waupaca Middle School:  
1226 E Clark St., Waupaca, WI 54981 

November Host Family: Jason and Kelly Levine are 

longtime members here at 

Shepherd of the Lakes. They 

have three children (Paige is 

a senior, Davis is a fresh-

man, and Olivia is an eighth 

grader here in Waupaca.) 

Jason works at Jones     

Publishing in Iola, and Kelly works at Advanced Family 

Eyecare here in Waupaca. They live near the Veteran’s 

Home in King: N2537 Woodland Circle., Waupaca, WI 

54981 

Details: This year, Middle 

School Ministry will be on Wednesday 
nights from 5:45pm—6:45pm. For 
students who will be in sports practice 
after school, or for the parent who 
doesn’t have time to get food together 

for their 
child, we are 
considering 
providing a 
meal before 
Middle 
School               
Ministry. 
The meal 

would begin at 5:15, and students 
would need to sign up for this option. I 
will be sending a survey to find if there 
is any interest in this. 
 
Middle school is a time when students 
are really trying to figure out who they 
are and who to follow. As we direct our 
students to listen to who Jesus says 
we are, and follow him... lives will be 
changed!  
 
I also know that 
middle school 
students love to 
have fun! So we 
will still play 
games, worship, 
pray for one   
another, have a 
time of teaching 
and some small 
group time!  
 
The exciting pace of the night,                  
structured around solid teaching and 
tons of fun, will make for a successful 
year with our middle school students!  



Office Hours 

Monday–Thursday 8:00am–4:00pm 

“Reach the Lost and Help the Hurting” 

 

We Before Me 
We are one church                
family fed by four 

streams. We honor a   
diversity of backgrounds. 

We Get Messy 
We desire people to be  

genuine in their                  
relationships with  
others and Jesus. 

We Get Out              
Of Our Seats 

We serve the church  
and the world for the  

glory of God. 

Your Church Council 
 

Please feel free to contact any church  
council member with any  

question or concern you have. 
 

Steve Christensen, President(715)412-0180 
Sue Piotrowski, Vice-Pres.   (715)824-5214 
Richard Madson  (715)572-5621 
Jolene Nollenberg  (715)281-9641 
Becky Peterson  (715)281-9152 
Brad Popham  (715)281-5412 
Lucas Schick   (920)862-0064 
Karen Siewert  (715)258-6994 
Bill Zimmermann  (715)258-8059 

We Are Passionate 
About Jesus 

We intentionally pursue a 
personal and intimate           
relationship with God. 

Shepherd of the Lakes Staff 
Dean H. Wheeler 

Mary M. Bope 
Paula Thuerman  

William Postel 
Aimee Postel 

Matt Vassar 
Jess Gibson 

Genny Corwin 
Julie Handy 

Senior Pastor 
Pastor  
Church Administrator 
Youth Ministry Coordinator 
Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
Worship Leader 
Office Assistant 
Child Care Supervisor 
Custodian 


